SHERWELL VALLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL
EXCELLENCE IN ALL WE DO

NEWSLETTER

AUTUMN 2 - NOVEMBER 2024

Dear Parents and Carers,

We began this half term with a fantastic fireworks display, beautifully organised by our
Friends of Sherwell Valley (FOSV) team. It was a wonderful event, attended by so many
of you. A big thank you to FOSV for all your hard work! If anyone is interested in joining
the team, please contact the school office or send a message via the Facebook page.

In addition to supporting our amazing FOSV, we kicked off this half term with three
events. For the first, we came together as a whole school for Remembrance, marking the
occasion with the “The Post’ being played on the bugle, the two minute silence and hear-
ing the cannon firing from Torquay Seafront. We also celebrated Odd Socks Day on the
12th of November, which raised awareness for anti-bullying under the theme “Choose
Respect.” This day encouraged everyone to express themselves, celebrate individuality,
and appreciate what makes us all unique. It also aligns beautifully with our school value
of respect —reminding us to be kind to ourselves and others.

Our school values are something we are incredibly proud of at Sherwell Valley. Hearing
the children talk about and strive to embody these values is always heartwarming. The
children work hard to earn their badges and it’s a joy to celebrate their achievements. Re-
cently, we recognized two children who earned all five value badges and received their
special pins. Many others are well on their way, which is a true testament to their dedica-
tion and character. We ended the week with a non-uniform day, raising £549 for Children
In Need.

The Christmas season is always such an exciting time, and as it approaches, we're thrilled
to begin planning our celebrations. You'll notice from the selected dates that we have
plenty of wonderful activities lined up. More details about these events will be shared

soon. We look forward to welcoming our families to join in

f our festive activiti 0 *F Lo
some of our festive activities. fS e d
Warm regards, Good
Cristy Nelson Provider

Headteacher
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( Parking around School \

Over the past few weeks, we have had a number of local residents contacting the
school due to families parking over their driveways. We know that parking at key

times on the school run can be challenging, especially when we are all busy with

places to be. We ask that we are respectful to our neighbours and do not cause an

obstruction. )

/ Calling \

all Parents and Carers....
Do you struggle with challenging
behaviour at home?
Stuck with what to try?
Want to talk to other parents and
carers in the same boat?

Come along to our drop in session
on Tuesday 3rd December at 3:30-
4:30pm in the Community Room to
share, listen and maybe take
home a new strategy to try.
(Biscuits included!)

Please send Miss Choules a Dojo
message or let the office know if you

/ ‘Gate Buddies’ \

At Sherwell Valley, we run a
‘Buddy Programme.’

This is where some of the older children in the
school buddy up and work alongside some of
our younger children, introducing them to life
at Sherwell. If you come into school through
the Hawkins Avenue gate, you will spot our
‘Gate Buddies’ ready to walk up to class with
some of the younger children.

would like to come along. j

S /
[ Picnic Blankets \

We are currently setting up a quiet area
outside from some of our children. If you
have any old blankets, cushions etc that

you no longer need, we would be very
\ grateful. Thank you

Reception 9559

Year 1 95.09
Year 2 95.41
Year 3 95.57
Year 4 96.87

Year 5 96.94

\Year 6 95.99

Whole School Attendance Septe@

3rd to November 15th 2024

8q/ & Be\ow—'j

Drastic effect on
academic achievement




Sherwell Jobs )

If you are interested in joining the team at Sherwell Valley, we encourage you to regularly check
the vacancies page on our school website. We are always on the lookout for enthusiastic
individuals who are passionate about education and making a positive impact on our children.

J

Are you eligible for Pupil Premium

Please take one of the leaflets for more in-
formation.

If you think you might be eligible for Pupil
Premium, please scan the QR code. If you
need any help or have any questions, please
speak to Kate Sharp via the school office.

Benefits of Pupil Premium for children at
Sherwell Valley:
eFree School Meals throughout your
time at Sherwell Valley.
eSupport with funding
for trips, residentials
and visits.
eFree extra-curricular
clubs.

Please scan the QR code

School Places

If you are looking for a Reception
5} school place for September 2025
f your child was born between 1 September 2020 and and WOU|d Iike a tour’ please
31 August 2021 they should start school in September 2025. Contact the School Ofﬁce and
do | need to do? .
book in.

Applying for primary school - it's as easy as 1-2-31
Aead the TIPS § bookiet on 0w website. Emad or phone us to request a printed copy

We would love to show you
e am—— around our wonderful school!

* Your child attends a nursery attached to a primary school

@»"\(mmwms TORBAY COUNCIL
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DANCE WITH DANNI
* % % REWARD * * *

1 HOUR OF PURE FUN & FITNESS

JOIN DANNI EVERY THURS AT 6.15PM AT
SHERWELL VALLEY SCHOOL, TORQUAY.

TO BOOK YOUR PLACE, PLEASE VISIT
W.BOOKWHEN.COM/DANCEWITHDANNI

2o 7. FOR MORE INFO EMAIL
3 WIT ANNIGOUTLOOK.COM

EARUAY
g i
)

present our 2024 Christmas Trail

canby Cane Lant

Saturday 7th December
10am-2pm

Come along to walk Candy Cane Lane filled with fun

%
Y

o

crafts to make and treats to take home, plus a visit to
Father Christmas in his Woodland Grotto with a gift.

Tickets for the trail are £7 per child and

nly available to purchase on Ticket Source

Our very own ‘Elfridges’ where children can
purchase a gift or two will be returning for just
£2 a gift (no parents allowed!)

We will also have FREE ENTRY to our Christmas
Market.

Festive food and drink on sale with all proceeds

going to the school.
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Here at Sherwell Valley Primary School, our first

priority is making sure we are able to give all our
students the tools they need to learn and grow.

ot

00

To help in our fundraising efforts, we are
looking for donations for our Christmas raffle
taking place at our Christmas trail and fair
event on
Saturday 7th December.

Yest
L

Please get in touch via our Facebook
page Sherwell Valley PTA - FOSV
Or email admin@svpsl.com
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ONLINE SAFETY

10:Top!Tips.for. Parents and Educators

CREATING FAMILY RULES
. FOR\USING DEVICES

Auto( fanllymbaognodon wilhch!ldnneon plomotnthaado mpondblo use of devices like tablets, smartphones,

Collaborating with children when setting rules
cround the use of technology is o voluabie task
that can encourage them to take more
ownership. It's important to make rules which
reflect your family and are oge oppropriate.
Think about what you ali enjoy doing onine and
what apps, games or devices children use most
freguentty.

- = Y
AGREE TIME LIMITS

2" AND SUITABLE nmss

V
¢ PROTECT PERSONAL

INFO

Discuss and demonstrate the impertance (TON

of protecting your parsonal information, 17! 1
Talk about whot detalls you share onilne and \
who with. Use parental controls to block children

{rom connecting with strangers, so that any
information they do share is among their real

friends. Ask a child's permission before posting

any photos of them on soclol media, os this
demonstrates positive online behaviour that

they should learn and remember,

= H
7 BE RESPECTFUL

Be reallstic when setting screen time s

limits. These con vary depending on IM e B

child's age, whether it's o weekdoy or Cnnnon adeipy Hig m

Noe . G hiight the importance of showing respect to
SeRE/mG What Chey T8 arIuasy R Fbrye Lathoumle others whaen using technology. Encourage

f
oh:nm I ::0‘1" : m::rfm m:::‘i::: ther I FARPIRPRRPPRPI  children to spaak kindly to others online — such

thay were playing gomes, Consider when scraen
time begins: doas it come after chores and
homawork? Agree times when technology and
phones must ba put away.

ENCOURAGE @
HONESTY >

Family rules ensure thot evaryone can have fun
with their devices and be safe while doing so.
Nonotheless, childron may make mistokes as
they learn to navigate the online world.
Emphasise that if they ever feel worried, unsafe
or upset about something they've done, sent,
said of received, they should tell you immediately
#0 you can help them resolve the problem,

4 CHARGING AND
OVERNIGHT STORAGE

To ensure children get the downtime

they need overnight, it's important that

davices - especially smartphones ~ arg kept in /
@ COMMAN 3pace, whare possible. This reduces |
the chance of pointiess late-night scrolling or |
sleop being disturbod by calls, messages or \
notifications. There are charging boxes you can
purchose, or ol gadgets could be charged in the
kitchen overnight to avoid distractions.

g REVIEW RULES
REGULARLY

Anything you agree on lsn't set In stone, These
rules will Bkely alter as childron get older and the
way they use technology changes. Toke time to
review thess as o fomily; discuss what's
working, and what isn't, Communication is key -
#0 by doing this, you involve the child in theis
own online safaty while promoting an open

dialogue.
n
Meet Our Expert

3

as on social media, when playing multiplayer
games or in group chats (which can often lend
themsalves to teasing behaviour), Explain that if
they aren’t treating others considerately, they
might be mode to stay away from their devices
for a while,

8 “NO TECH" ZONES

Designating spaces in the house where
technology lsn't allowed (for exampla:
bedrooms, bathrooms and at the dinner

table) fets you keep an eye on what children are
viewing and who they're communicating with. It
gives you some quality, screen-free time with
them, too. 1t also helps reduce ony impulses to
potentially engage with inappropriate content,
a3 they re unlikely to do 86 in @ common space
within the home,

T =,
BA&D

AGREE ON e
9 CONSEQUENCES | oo

Ax a farmily, discuss why the rules are important:
10 Balance their screentime, o #NIUre everyons
enjoys gaming or interacting enling, and that
they are safe when doing 0, Therefore, if these
rules are broken, there has to be a consequence.
Disguss what would be falr for certain breaches
of the rules, os this can prevent a
disproportionate response in the future.

a0
io KNOWALL oy
To protect children from inappropriate content,
parents should hove access 1o ol passwords.
Parents should also make it clear thot they will
chock children's devices, should they have any
concerns about their use. Emphasise that this

B0t due 10 ¢ lack of trust but is an extra way of
keeping tham sale,

Dr Claire Sutheriond Is an online safety consultant at BCyberAware. She has
developed and implemented anti-bullying and cyber safety workshops and
policies for schools in Australio and the UX. Claire has written vorious acodemic
papers and carried out research for the Austrafion government comparing
internet use and sexting behaviours of young people in the UK, USA and Australio




SHERWELL VALLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL
EXCELLENCE IN ALL WE DO

SVPS TERM DATES 2024 - 2025

I_ Sep-2024 Oct-2024 Nov-2024
Monday 09 | 16 [ 23 | 30 07 | 14 | 21 04 [ 11 ] 18 [ 25
Tuesday - 10 | 17 | 24 01 | 08 | 15 | 22 05 | 12 | 19 | 26
Wednesday | 18 | 25 02 [ 09 | 16 | 23 06 | 13 | 20 | 27
[Thursday | 05 | 12 | 19 | 26 03 | 10 | 17 | 24 07 | 14 | 21 | 28
|Frida¥ [06 | 13 | 20 | 27 04 | 11 | 18 | 25 [EEN 08 | 15 [ 2 | 29
Saturday | 07 | 14 | 21 | 28 05 | 12 | 19 | 26 02 | 09 [ 76 | 23 | 30
[Sunday 08 | 15 | 22 | 29 06 | 13 | 20 | 27 03 | 10 | 17 | 24 | o1
I_ Jan-2025 Feb-2025

Monday 13 | 20 | 27 03 ] 10 24
Tuesday 14 | 21 | 28 04_| 11 25
Wednesday 15 22 29 05 12 26
Thursday 16 | 23 | 30 06 | 13 27
Frida 17 | 24 | 31 07_| 14 28
Saturday 18 | 25 07 | 08 | 75 | 22 | 01
Sunday 19 | 26 02 | 09 | 16 | 23 | 02 |

|'Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday | 05 12 19 26

Thursday 06 | 13 | 20 | 27

|Friday 07 | 14 | 21 | 28

|Saturday 08 | 15 | 22 | 29

Sunday 09 16 23 30

I_ Jun-2025 Jul-2025 Aug-2025
Monday h 09 | 16 | 23 | 30 07 | 14 | 21
Tuesday 10 [ 17 | 24 01 [ 08 | 15 | 22
Wednesday 11 | 18 | 25 02 | 09 | 16
Thursday 12 19 26 03 10 17
|Friday 13 | 20 | 27 04 | 11 | 18
Saturday 14 21 28 05 12 19 26
|Sunday 15 | 22 | 29 06 | 13 | 20 | 27

Term Lengths

Sept to Oct half term 39 74
25 Dec 2024 (Christmas) October to Christmas 35
26 Dec 2024 (Boxing Day) Jan to Feb half term 30 60
1 Jan 2025 (New Years Day) [Feb to Easter 30
18 Apr 2025 (Good Friday) |Easter to June half term |23 61
21 Apr 2025 (Easter Monday) June to end of term 38
5 May 2025 (May Day) 195
26 May 2025 (Spring Bank Holiday) Training Days -5
25 Aug 2025 (Summer Bank Holiday) 190




SHERWELL VALLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL

EXCELLENCE IN ALL WE DO

DIARY DATES 2024 - 2025

November 2024

Wednesday 27th November

School photos (any missed form 12th
November)

Thursday 28th November

Y1 Curriculum Sharing Event

Friday 29th November

Non-Uniform Day - Bring a gift for
‘Elfridges’.

December 2024

Tuesday 3rd December 3:30pm —
4:30pm

Parents Drop-In sessions
Managing Challenging Behaviours

Wednesday 4th December

Year 5/ 6 Maths workshop

Thursday 5th December

Reception height and weight checks

Friday 6th December

Year 6 height and weight checks

Friday 6th December

Prospective Reception 2025 tours

Saturday 7th December

FOSV Christmas Event—Candy Cane
Lane

Monday 9th December 4:30pm -
6:00pm

Reception Nativity - Upton Vale Baptist
Church

Tuesday 10th December 2:15pm -
3:15pm

SEND Parent Drop in with educational
Psychologist

Tuesday 10th December 5:00pm -
7:30pm

Year 1 /2 Christmas Performance - Upton

Vale Baptist Church

Wednesday 11th December

Year 3 / 4 Maths workshop

Friday 13th December

Christmas Jumper Day

Friday 13th December

Year 5 Curriculum Sharing Event




SHERWELL VALLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL

EXCELLENCE IN ALL WE DO

DIARY DATES 2023 - 2024

December 2024

Monday 16th December 5:00pm -
7:30pm

Year 3 / 4 Christmas Performance - Upton
Vale Baptist Church

Tuesday 17th December 5:00pm -
7:30pm

Year 5/ 6 Christmas Performance - Upton
Vale Baptist Church

Tuesday 17th December

RW visiting Kents Cavern

Wednesday 18th December

RD visiting Kents Cavern

Wednesday 18th December

Nursery Christmas Party - In School

Wednesday 18th December

Year 1/ 2 Christmas Party - In School

Wednesday 18th December

Year 3 / 4 Christmas Party - In School

Thursday 19th December

RNP visiting Kents Cavern

Thursday 19th December

Christmas Lunch

Thursday 19th December

Year 5/ 6 Christmas Party - In School

Thursday 19th December - 2:15pm

Nursery Christmas Craft Session

Thursday 19th December 3:25pm

Break up for Christmas Holidays

January 2025

Monday 6th January 8:40am

Return to school




