
  History Progression Of Skills @ SVPS  
Nursery  Reception  Year 1 Year 2  

2 year olds ongoing 

throughout the year.  

3-4 year olds ongoing 

throughout the year 
Across the year the children will explore: 

Holidays—How are holidays 

different between then and 

now?  

Toys—How were my 

teachers toys different (and 

the same) to mine?  

Agatha Christie—Who was 

Agatha Christie and is she so 

famous?  

Titanic—Was the 

‘unsinkable ship’ really 

unsinkable? 

Substantive Knowledge   

Key Knowledge  

Important people—family 

members.  

Family members 

Differences between 

family life in the past and 

now.  

Important people—to learn facts about the past life 

and experience of significant people in their lives. (ELG) 

Understand the role of significant people in our 

community—doctor/vet/police/builder etc 

Compare and contrast characters from stories 

including figures from the past. (ELG) 

In living memory (100 

Years) lots has changed 

about how people holiday. 

(Destinations, Fashion, 

Entertainment, Travel) 

In living memory (100 

Years) lots has changed 

about the toys people play 

with. (Materials, 

Simplicity, Durability, 

Power Supply) 

Agatha Christie is one of 

the most successful 

authors in history.  

Agatha lived in Torquay.  

Agatha wrote mystery 

novels. 

The Titanic was one of the 

greatest disaster stories of 

the 20th Century.  

The Titanic was travelling 

to New York when it hit 

and iceberg and sank.  

Key Vocabulary and 

Vocabulary progression  

Yesterday, today, past, present, before, after, then, 

now, important, in order 

past, previously, earlier, before, after,  

urgently, now, immediately, straight away,  

significant, important sequence,  

chronological—in order 

then, now, long ago,  past, 

present  

then, now, long ago,  past, 

present 

Past (2), present (2), 

order, sequence,  

Class,  

Disciplinary Knowledge   

Chronology  

Visual timetables—daily 

routines 

Visual timetables—daily 

routines 

Timeline of growing 

plants/lifecycles 

Visual timetables—daily routines 

Morning routine—yesterday was …. 

Sequence of mealtimes 

Sharing holiday news  

Chronological timeline of growing a plant.  

How children have change from birth to now.   

1) Understand the 

differences between 

things that happened in 

the past and the present. 

2) Order a set of events or 

objects. 

3)Describe things that 

happened to themselves 

and others in the past. 

1) Order a set of events or 

objects. 

2)Describe things that 

happened to themselves 

and others in the past. 

1) To understand and use 

the words ‘past’ and 

present’ when talking 

about people and events. 

2) To use a timeline to 

sequence significant 

people and events. 

 

1) To understand and use 

the words ‘past’ and 

present’ when talking 

about people and events. 

2) To use a timeline to 

sequence significant 

people and events. 

Disciplinary Knowledge   

Historical Knowledge 

and Understanding 

Know who their important 

people are—family 

members.  

Begin to make sense of 

their own life story and 

family’s history.  

Begin to understand 

different and familiarities 

between families.  

Tell the difference 

between past and present 

in their own lives and 

other people lives.  

Listen to eye-witness 

accounts of events.   

Begin to suggest why 

something might be 

different.  

Listen to eye-witness 

accounts of events.   

Use a range of sources to 

describe differences 

between then and now.  

Recount main events from 

a significant time/event in 

history.  

Recount main events from 

a significant time/event in 

history.  

Use evidence to explain 

reasons why people acted 

the past as they did.  

Children will know some similarities and different 

between things in the past and now.  (ELG) 

Understand how their own behaviours can have an 

effect on others.  

Disciplinary Knowledge   

Historical Enquiry and 

Interpretation 

Explore objects—small 

world toys 

 Family photos 

 Photos 

 Story books 

 Non fiction books 

small world toys 

ELG—children will explore a variety of primary and 

secondary sources and be able to respond and recall 

information.  

Explore: 

 Family photos 

 Photos—old and new 

 Videos 

 Non-fiction books 

 Picture books link to history e.g once there were 

giants and my great grandpa.  

Begin to identify and 

recount some details from 

the past from pictures and 

stories.  

Find answers to simple 

questions about the past 

by using source material.  

Look carefully at pictures, 

eyewitness accounts or 

objects to find information 

about the past.  

Look carefully at pictures, 

eyewitness accounts or 

objects to find information 

about the past.  

Ask questions about the 

source material.  

SVPS Curriculum Concepts   

Diversity and Adversity          

Change and Continuity         

Locality and Context         



 

  History Progression Of Skills @ SVPS 
Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Stone Age—What are the main 

differences between the Stone 

Age and Iron Age? 

Egyptians—Would I have been 

happy living as an Ancient 

Egyptian?  

Romans—Was Britain better 

before or after the Romans 

invaded?  

Britain—Who (else) has invaded 

Britain in the past and what 

impact did it have on the people 

living there?  

Mayans—What are the most 

significant achievements of the 

Ancient Maya?  

Ancient Greece—What did the 

Ancient Greeks achieve and why 

do we still learn about them 

today?  

Parliament, Crime and 

Punishment—Who makes the 

rules and what happens in=f you 

don’t follow them?  

Invasion and Conflict—How did 

the second world war begin, who 

was affected and how?  

Substantive Knowledge   

Key Knowledge  

Children will know that the Stone Age 

is the first evidence we have of humans 

recording their history.  

Children will know some things about 

living in the Stone Age and how they 

evolved to be different in the Iron Age. 

E.g. Hunting  

Children to know about the lives of 

some different groups of people in 

Ancient Egypt. E.g. Rich/Poor, 

Farmer, Scribe, Pharoah, Slave.  

Children will be able to express an 

opinion about which roles they may 

have enjoyed in Ancient Egypt and 

explain why.  

Children to know three aspects of 

British life that changed due to the 

Roman invasion of Britain E.g. 

Government, roads, sanitation, 

Christianity.  

Children to express an opinion on if 

they feel these changes were for the 

better or worse.  

Children will be able to list the Anglo 

Saxons, Scots and  Vikings as ‘groups’ 

that have invaded Britain.  

Children will be able to name the 

Tudors and Victorians as people that 

have also ruled Britain.  

Children will understand the impact 

these groups had on resident Britain's.  

Children will know that the Ancient 

Maya developed one of the earliest 

known calendar systems.  

Children will know about some of the 

other achievements made by the 

Ancient Maya and will be able to rank 

them based on their opinion.   

Children will know that the Greeks are 

credited as being the inventors of 

democracy.  

Children will understand that Greece is 

made up of different islands and that 

people from different islands traditionally 

had certain traits.   

Children will know that a government is 

generally responsible for creating and 

enforcing laws in a country.  

Children will be able to talk about some 

specific punishments from different 

periods in history and how they have 

changed over time.  

Children will know that WW2 started 

when Germany (Hitler) attacked 

Poland.  

They will be able to talk about how it 

impacted specific groups of people based 

on age, religion and nationality.  

Key Vocabulary and 

Vocabulary progression  

evolve, evolution, compare, contrast  Class (2) civilisation, trade empire, invasion, power Invasion (2), power(2),  chronology, 

rulers 

civiliasation (2) achievements, culture,  democracy, achievements, ancient, 

tradition, traits 

crime, punishment, evolution, 

parliament, government,  

cause, effect, religion, war, conflict, 

nationality 

Disciplinary Knowledge   

Chronology  

To understand that a timeline can be 

divided into BC and AD.  

Use a timeline to place historical events 

in order.  

Describe the main changes throughout a 

period of history.  

To understand that a timeline can be 

divided into BC and AD.  

Use a timeline to place historical events 

in order.  

Order the significant events of a 

specific period in history. 

Use a timeline to record significant 

events, dates and movements 

throughout a specific period of history.   

Order the significant events of a 

specific period in history. 

Use a timeline to record significant 

events, dates and movements 

throughout a specific period of history.   

Order the significant events of a 

specific period in history. 

Sequence historical periods. Identify 

changes within and across historical 

periods.  

Order the significant events of a 

specific period in history. 

Sequence historical periods. Identify 

changes within and across historical 

periods.  

Use timelines to place events, periods, 

and cultural movements from around 

the world and use these as a reference 

point.  

Use key timelines to demonstrate 

changes and development in 1 key area. 

Use timelines to place events, periods, 

and cultural movements from around 

the world and use these as a reference 

point.  

Use key timelines to demonstrate 

changes and development in 1 key area. 

Disciplinary Knowledge   

Historical Knowledge and 

Understanding 

Use evidence to describe houses and 

settlements, culture and the way of life, 

people's beliefs and attitudes and 

differences between rich and poor.  

Use evidence to find out how any of 

these may have changed during a time 

period.  

Suggest reasons for why there were 

differences between periods.  

Use evidence to describe houses and 

settlements, culture and the way of 

life, people's beliefs and attitudes and 

differences between rich and poor. 

  

Use evidence to describe houses and 

settlements, culture and the way of 

life, people's beliefs and attitudes and 

differences between rich and poor.  

Describe how some of the past events 

affect life today.  

 

Use evidence to describe houses and 

settlements, culture and the way of 

life, people's beliefs and attitudes and 

differences between rich and poor.  

Use evidence to find out how any of 

these may have changed during a time 

period.  

Describe how some of the past events 

affect life today.  

Use evidence to describe houses and 

settlements, culture and the way of 

life, people's beliefs and attitudes and 

differences between rich and poor.  

Identify changes and links within and 

across the time periods studied.  

Use evidence to describe houses and 

settlements, culture and the way of 

life, people's beliefs and attitudes and 

differences between rich and poor.  

Give short term cause and consequence 

of the main events, situations and 

changes in the period studied.  

Choose reliable sources of factual 

evidence to describe aspects of life, 

people's beliefs and attitudes and 

differences in status.  

Identify how aspects of life have 

changed during a time period and give 

reasons why backing it up with evidence 

and statistics  

Describe how some changes impact both 

on subsequent periods, and, in the long 

term, on today's society.  

Choose reliable sources of factual 

evidence to describe aspects of life, 

people's beliefs and attitudes and 

differences in status.  

Identify how aspects of life have 

changed during a time period and give 

reasons why backing it up with evidence 

and statistics  

Describe how some changes impact both 

on subsequent periods, and, in the long 

term, on today's society.  

Disciplinary Knowledge   

Historical Enquiry and 

Interpretation 

Use a range of source material including 

visits to collate information about the 

past  

Say how features of the period 

influence how events are treated.  

Identify the difference between fact and 

opinion. 

Say how features of the period 

influence how events are treated.  

 

 

Look at 2 different versions of the 

same event and viewpoints and identify 

differences in the accounts.  

Understand the difference between 

primary and secondary sources  

Give reasons why there may be 

different accounts of history looking at 

propaganda.  

Ask questions of the source material 

and suggest sources of evidence from a 

selection provided to help answer 

questions.  

Question reliability of source material 

and can give reasons why something is 

or is not reliable  

Question reliability of source material 

and can give reasons why something is 

or is not reliable.  

Realise that there is often not a single 

answer to historical questions and give 

clear reasons why there may be 

different accounts.  

Form own opinions about historical 

events from a range of sources.  

Select the most appropriate source 

material, using primary and secondary, 

for a particular task.  

Evaluate the usefulness and accuracy of 

different sources understanding the 

effect of propaganda, bias, 

misinformation and opinion.  

SVPS Curriculum Concepts          

Diversity and Adversity  
        

Change and Continuity 
        

Locality and Context 
        


