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This policy serves as a reference point for anyone - teachers, learning support staff and parents - supporting childrenôs mathematics.  
It is vital children learn new methods using the óConcrete-Pictorial-Abstractô approach which provides learners with multiple visual strategies for 

understanding a concept. 
 

Maths Calculation Policy: 



 

Here at Sherwell Primary we are committed to providing ôExcellence in all we do!õ providing the children with a lively and engaging maths curriculum 

across the key stages. For children to access the majority of their learning in maths, and to be able to ap ply it across the curriculum, a strong and 

confident grasp of methods for the four number operations is important. In order to achieve this, concrete and pictorial repr esentations must be used 

alongside the abstract in order to promote deeper understanding .  

This policy concentrates on the introduction of standard symbols, the use of number lines to aid mental calculations and on t he introduction of other 

pencil and paper procedures. It is important that children do not abandon jottings and mental methods o nce other pencil and paper procedures are 

introduced. Therefore children will always be encouraged to look at a calculation/problem and then decide which is the best m ethod to choose - pictures, 

mental calculation with or without jottings, structured recor ding or a calculator. It is also important to reinforce learning with place value supports 

such as base-10 and place value counters in order for them to recognise the true value of the numbers. The long -term aim is for children to be able to 

select an effi cient method of their choice (whether this be mental, written or in upper Key Stage 2 using a calculator) that is appropriate  for a given 

task.  It is important that any type of calculation is given a real life context or problem solving approach. This hel ps to develop childrenõs understanding 

of the purpose of calculation and helps them to decide what operations and what methods are most efficient to use when solvin g problems.  

In Nursery and Reception, we aim for the children to achieve the Early Learning  Goal in Numbers by the end of The Foundation Stage. The strategies 

and methods learnt within this phase and within Year 2 as part of the mastering number programme are then built upon and adde d to as they progress 

through the key stages and develop their calculation skills in accordance with this policy. Strategies for abstract calculations need to be represented 

through the use of concrete or pictorial representations or models to support, develop and secure understanding. When teachin g a new strategy it is 

important to start with numbers that the children can easily manipulate so they can understand the methodology. The following  calculation policy has 

been devised to meet requirements of the National Curriculum 2014 for the teaching and learning of mathe matics, and is also designed to give pupils a 

consistent and smooth progression of learning in calculations across the school. The calculation policy is organised accordin g to age stage expectations 

as set out in the National Curriculum 2014 and the method (s) shown for each year group should be modelled to the vast majority of pupils. However, it 

is vital that pupils are taught according to the pathway that they are currently working at. Before pupils opt for a written method they should first 

consider thes e steps and always ask themselves:        

 

'Can I do this in my head?'  

'Can I do this in my head using drawings or jottings?'  

'Do I need to use a pencil and paper procedure?'  

ôHow can I check my answer? 

'Do I need a calculator?  
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