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Early Years 

 Home Learning Expectations 

 
Reception Class (EYFS) 
 

● We encourage all parents/ carers to read a story with their child every 
night. We also ask parents/ carers to support any reading that is sent 
home from school. The reading diary should be completed each time the 
parent/ carer listens to their child read. 

● Completing any phonics learning sent home including daily sound sheets 
which can be used for reading and spelling the words.  

● Spend 10 minutes on Doodle Maths/playing a maths game or activity, 3 
times a week.  

● Additionally, counting games, nursery rhymes, songs etc would be 
beneficial to the children’s learning and would support the learning taking 
place in school.  Learning links will be shared via Tapestry.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Phonics 
In Reception, children practise their phonics daily. They learn to read and write the different 
sounds and blend them together. This helps and supports them with both their reading and 
writing. It is important that the children continue to consolidate their learning and practise 
their sounds. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
  



 

Red Words 

We will be sending home ‘Red (tricky) Words’ for the children to practise with 
you. 

Red words are not phonetically regular and so need to be learnt by using the 
‘whole word’ approach. The children will develop sight vocabulary of these 

words. 

   

 

 

 

Reading 

 

 

Learning to read is probably the most important part of your child’s learning at primary school.  
Reading helps children to understand things, it enables them to express their feelings and it 
fires their imagination. 
 
Your child will make accelerated progress with their reading if you find the time to read with 
them every day (for about 10 minutes).   
 
Find a comfortable place to read with your child. Encourage them to read the text but do not 
put too much pressure on them; you can always read to them or try again at another time.  
 



They will also benefit from seeing you read. When you read you are showing them that 
reading matters and that it is something that brings you a lot of pleasure.    
 
We ask all children to read daily at home. Please make sure you sign the diary once you have 
read with your child. 
 
 

  



Questions to ask your child when reading 

You can help your child to understand what they’re reading (reading comprehension) by asking 

them questions about what they’ve read and about what might happen next in the text. Here are 

some examples of the types of questions you might want to ask them during or after they’ve read 

with you: 

o Do you like this character? Why / why not? 

o Which words best describe that character? 

o How do you think that character felt when…? 

o How did the story make you feel? Why? 

o Where is this book set? How do you know? 

o When do you think this story happened? Why do you think that? 

o What do you think might happen next? 

o Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why / why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Supporting Children with their Maths. 
Being able to recognise, count and accurately order numbers 0-20 (and beyond if your child is 
more capable) will be of huge benefit to your child. A secure knowledge of numbers and 
counting will support them with mathematical problem-solving, not only in Reception but 
throughout school. 

Numbers are all around us, so it is easy to incorporate number recognition and counting into 
daily life: try going on a number hunt, counting how many Lego bricks are in a tower and playing 
board games. 

There are so many opportunities to work on number skills through play and daily life. Ask your 
child to tell you which number comes before 10 or after 16, and so on. Or why not make your 
own number line to 20 on Post-Its or pieces of paper and ask your child to help write the 
numbers and add the correct number of pictures? 

  

https://www.theschoolrun.com/maths/numbers-and-counting
https://www.theschoolrun.com/maths/numbers-and-counting
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-number-line


End of Reception Expectations for Reading 
Comprehension  

o Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. 

o Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories.  
o Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, 

non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during roleplay.  

Word Reading 

o Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.  
o Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.  
o Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic 

knowledge, including some common exception words.  

 

End of Reception Writing Expectations 
 

o Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.  
o Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a 

letter or letters.  
o Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

  



End of Reception Maths Expectations 

 
Number  

o Have a deep understanding of numbers to 10, including the composition of each number. 
o Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5.  
o Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number 

bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including 
double facts. 

 

 Numerical Patterns  

o Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system. 
o Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is 

greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity.  
o Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, 

double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally. 
 

 

 


